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How to use a Morning Basket
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Part of process of choosing to do a morning basket, for me, was choosing to
embrace my role as a disciple-maker in the home. I don’t remember when it
happened, but I clearly remember when Emerson repeated something I had said
days prior — not because I asked her to remember it, but because she was
listening to and mimicking me (even when I didn’t realize it). That was one of
those moments that freeze in time; I knew right then, she was watching me and
learning from me. She was taking on my habits. The question that had to be
asked, then, was: am I leading her closer to Christ?

Friend, you're here (I imagine) because you want to embrace the call to disciple
in your home. This is GOOD! The fact that you want to do discipleship in your
home, and that you want to do it well is evidence that the Lord is at work in your
heart and home. The home, as I've said one thousand times, is the central place of
discipleship in every child’s life. It’s not for the church, for AWANA, for Sunday
School, or for a social group. Discipleship is going to happen most effectively in
the home. You, my friend, are a disciple-maker.

Even as we embrace our call to make disciples in the home, we must remember:
it is only God who changes hearts. We can teach our children, guide and direct
them, love and correct them — but we cannot bring them to faith. We cannot
convict them of sin. We cannot soften their hearts to the message of the Gospel.
Only God can do that.

Which is why —

We do discipleship on our knees. The best posture for discipleship in any stage of
life is a prayer posture. Pray for your children, pray for your own heart in the
discipleship process, pray for the right tools and resources to aid you, and pray
for the right people to come along side you in this discipleship journey.



Use the prompts below to shape a prayer time as you discern (ideally with your
spouse) how the Lord would shape discipleship in your home:

- Pray over your motives, that your heart would be moved by God's goodness
and faithfulness to bring you to know Him, and that your gratitude over your
own salvation would move you to make disciples of the littlest members of your
family.

- Pray over your faithfulness and endurance: ask God to shape your discipleship
routine and to give you the ability to sustain it over the long haul.

- Pray over the resources you choose: ask God to place the right tools in your
basket, bring the right books into your home, and to keep influences that would
lead your children astray far from your family.

- Pray over your schedule: ask the Lord to clear space for your discipleship
routine and to give you the resolve to make time every day. Ask Him for open
eyes that see every discipleship opportunity He places before you.

- Pray over your children: that the Spirit would be at work in their hearts and
lives, that they would hear the Gospel and see the Gospel lived out in your life
and the lives of others. Pray that their hearts would be softened to the message,
that their hearts would be soft ground for the seed of God's Word to be planted
in them. Ask Him to do the work. Ask Him to bring them to know Him, and to
do so at a young age, in His mercy.



There are a lot of different motivations that can shape your discipleship time with
your children, but I want to encourage you to focus on two things:

and

First, the purpose of this discipleship rhythm is formation, not information. This
means that your goal in creating a discipleship routine is not for your child(ren)
to learn a lot of information, memorize facts about God, or even learn the Bible
stories you are reading. You are starting Morning Basket time in order to
establish a rhythm of discipleship. This habit - intentional time as a family
around prayer and the Word - is the point. Aim for formation over the long haul,
developing the habit of talking about God together as a family at the beginning of
the day and letting it shape everything that follows (conversation around the
table, language you use in discipline, and more).

Second, the Gospel should give shape to all of your discipleship. Think about the
truths embedded in the Gospel and let it inform how you do Morning Basket
time with your child(ren).

For example, in our home we don't incentivize or reward our children for doing
Morning Basket. We don't offer a treat when they're done or a special activity if
they've done "well." Similarly, we don't punish them for not wanting to do
Morning Basket. We don't threaten, "If you don't do this you won't get to play
outside later!" Why? Because God doesn't reward us for having time in his Word.
And He doesn't punish us when we miss daily time in the Word.

So to let this Gospel message give shape to our discipleship, we, in our home,
seek to make the time of discipleship something they delight in. We make it fun!
(more on this later) Because we want them to know: the habit is a delight! Why
do we spend time in God's Word? Not because God rewards us for doing it, but
because HE HIMSELF IS OUR REWARD.



Pick a time during the day for your morning basket, and pick how often you will
do morning basket. You can do it Monday through Friday or seven days a week;
you can do it every morning at the breakfast table, just before naps each
afternoon, or in the carpool line as you go to school/daycare drop off. Whatever
you pick, be consistent; soon enough your child will be reminding you that it’s
time for Morning Basket!

We do morning basket Monday through Friday just after everyone is dressed for
the day (generally, around 8:30-9am). The first thing we do is pull out a blanket
and lay it on the floor. This not only gives your toddler a task they can do to help
them mentally transition to Morning Basket time, but it also gives visible
parameters for your time together. By sitting on the blanket together, you've
created a “discipleship zone” of sorts; you don’t have to tell your child not to get
off the blanket — they will get the hint that this is where the fun stuff is
happening!

Pull out your basket of discipleship tools and put everything in the middle of the
blanket. You might be tempted to put any item you're not currently using behind
you so that they can’t touch it, but we want them to grow familiar with God’s
Word — we want them to be literally hands on! Plus, by putting all the interesting
things in the center of the blanket, you're drawing their attention to the middle of
your discipleship space, minimizing their desire to get up.




Jesus Storybook Bible by Sally
Lloyd-Jones

The ABCs of God’s Attributes by
Tiny Theologians (that’s me!)

Beginner Creature Character

Cards by September and Co.

Musical instruments (I bought a
set and a kids” guitar off Amazon
but you can create your own or
use what you have to make noise
during singing)

Scarves for dancing

A wood card stand for
highlighting the card of the day (a
bowl will work, too)



https://www.amazon.com/Jesus-Storybook-Bible-Every-Whispers/dp/0310708257/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=jesus+storybook+bible&qid=1650308797&sprefix=Jesus+story%2Caps%2C107&sr=8-1
https://www.tinytheologians.shop/collections/abc-cards
https://septemberandco.com/collections/best-sellers/products/beginner-creature-character-cards
https://septemberandco.com/collections/best-sellers/products/beginner-creature-character-cards
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B08HSZYDFT/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_title?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B08P43PJD3/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_title?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Dance-Scarves-Children-Movement-Juggling/dp/B07197RSHB/ref=sr_1_9?crid=2XBFI14PBGYEE&keywords=scarves+for+toddler&qid=1650308887&sprefix=scarves+for+toddler%2Caps%2C89&sr=8-9

OUR MORNING

BASKET ROUTINE

Read one page of the Jesus Storybook Bible.
One of the things I love most about this resources is how Christ-centered

the Old Testament stories are. Each story is told in a simple way that grips
younger ages. But the stories are told as more than “moralized” stories that
tell children to emulate the characters in them. Each story points to the
coming of Christ. We don’t actually read one whole story each time, but
one page. Sometimes this means we leave off in the middle of a story, but
it’s about all the attention span Emerson has as a toddler. As she grows,
we’ll do a bit more. Right now, the point is that she’s “soaking” in the
content — she will not likely remember the story of the Tower of Babel, but
she will likely remember that everyone said silly words because they tried
to be like God. That’s a good foundation to grow on!

Sing the ABCs and then do one Tiny Theologians ABC card
each day.

Discipleship can be a part of all of life, so this is a great time for Em to start
learning her ABCs. Plus, she loves it! We sing then song, and then choose
the next letter in the alphabet. I ask if she knows what the letter is (she
rarely does, which is okay) and then I read the front and back. Each of the
ABC cards I created for Tiny Theologians has a concept, a short definition,
and verse on the back. They are the perfect length for toddlers!

Read and review one character card from September and Co
each week.

I like these cards because they are practical. While Tiny Theologians cards
focus on who God is, the character cards focus on how we are supposed to
live our lives. This gives Emerson something to do, which is very helpful
for me, as a parent, to reference throughout the day as I'm giving
instructions, correcting, or teaching. We have simplified the concepts even
more than they are presented on the cards, giving Emerson one or two
words to “fill in the blank.” For example, we have defined the characteristic
of attentiveness this way: “attentiveness means I look with my eyes and I
listen with my ears.” Austin and I will say the definition, leaving room for
Emerson to fill in key words, like “eyes” and “ears.” We use hand gestures
to help, too!

© Amy Gannett 2022 | amygannett.com



Sing our song of the week.
This is a great way to teach kids some of the good

songs you may have learned growing up in the
church! We sing one song a week, and it has really
widened our library of songs to choose from when
bedtime rolls around. Our favorites have been:
« My God is so Great
- He’s got the Whole World in His Hands (this one
was especially fun for Emerson to insert what
God “has in his hands” for subsequent verses —
see my IG highlight to see how we sing this one!)
« The B-I-B-L-E
. I've got the Joy
- This Little Light of Mine

Watch Slugs and Bugs on YouTube.
Slugs and Bugs has a lot of YouTube videos of

Scripture put to music! They’re simple and
accessible. I saved a little playlist of four songs that
we review every morning. Emerson can watch, sing
along, dance with scarves, and play an instrument.
You can create your own or borrow ours!

Finish with prayer.

Emerson doesn’t totally understand what prayer is
at this point, but we are working on her
understanding of the definition. Before we pray each
time, we say, “When we pray we talk to Jesus” and
often let her finish the statement by saying “Jesus.” I
ask if she wants to pray, and if she does I will coach
her by saying, “dear Jesus, thank you for ...” and
letting her name things she is thankful for. If she
says she doesn’t want to pray, I tell her that is okay,
and that I will pray while she sits on my lap and
holds my hands. I start the same way (“dear Jesus
...”") and name a few things I'm thankful for (always
including her and her sister and her daddy!) and
then ask if there’s anything she wants to thank God
for; she usually offers up a few of her own (mostly
dogs, cats, and the cast of Frozen).
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLThGDuOznkhESj83km15dagDDki127-DB

FRIEND,

However you implement this practice in your
home, know this: you are not doing this alone.
You have the Good Father right by your side as
you disciple your child(ren). And what will
make you stand in awe is this: He loves them
MORE than you do. He desires for them to be
saved MORE than you do. He wants to grow
them in His likeness MORE than you do. And
HE is right by your side as you do this work; in
fact, He dwells in you by His Spirit. To God be
the glory!
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https://www.amazon.com/Love-Made-Story-Overflowing-Creative/dp/0736974369/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1HNOKW8VT45FC&keywords=love+made&qid=1650309004&sprefix=love+made%2Caps%2C77&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Biggest-Story-ABC-Kevin-DeYoung/dp/1433558181/ref=sxin_10_mbs_w_global_sims?cv_ct_cx=the+biggest+story+bible+storybook&keywords=the+biggest+story+bible+storybook&pd_rd_i=1433558181&pd_rd_r=f870ed93-3e42-4c4d-9471-2c7da8acfaf1&pd_rd_w=yS6r0&pd_rd_wg=Btixg&pf_rd_p=cf550e7f-068b-4af8-a681-e56285166856&pf_rd_r=Q3WG9MR4R45AW0W06VR9&qid=1650309022&sprefix=the+biggest+%2Caps%2C76&sr=1-1-9e7645f9-2d19-4bff-863e-f6cdbe50f990
https://www.amazon.com/Promise-Amazing-Story-Long-Awaited-Savior/dp/1433571064/ref=sxin_10_mbs_w_global_sims?cv_ct_cx=the+biggest+story+bible+storybook&keywords=the+biggest+story+bible+storybook&pd_rd_i=1433571064&pd_rd_r=f870ed93-3e42-4c4d-9471-2c7da8acfaf1&pd_rd_w=yS6r0&pd_rd_wg=Btixg&pf_rd_p=cf550e7f-068b-4af8-a681-e56285166856&pf_rd_r=Q3WG9MR4R45AW0W06VR9&qid=1650309022&sprefix=the+biggest+%2Caps%2C76&sr=1-3-9e7645f9-2d19-4bff-863e-f6cdbe50f990
https://www.amazon.com/Big-Wide-Welcome-Church-Learned/dp/1784983918/ref=sxin_10_mbs_w_global_sims?cv_ct_cx=the+biggest+story+bible+storybook&keywords=the+biggest+story+bible+storybook&pd_rd_i=1784983918&pd_rd_r=f870ed93-3e42-4c4d-9471-2c7da8acfaf1&pd_rd_w=yS6r0&pd_rd_wg=Btixg&pf_rd_p=cf550e7f-068b-4af8-a681-e56285166856&pf_rd_r=Q3WG9MR4R45AW0W06VR9&qid=1650309022&sprefix=the+biggest+%2Caps%2C76&sr=1-4-9e7645f9-2d19-4bff-863e-f6cdbe50f990
https://www.amazon.com/Garden-Curtain-Cross-Carl-Laferton/dp/1784980129/ref=sr_1_7?keywords=the+biggest+story+bible+storybook&qid=1650309022&sprefix=the+biggest+%2Caps%2C76&sr=8-7
https://www.amazon.com/Garden-Curtain-Cross-Carl-Laferton/dp/1784980129/ref=sr_1_7?keywords=the+biggest+story+bible+storybook&qid=1650309022&sprefix=the+biggest+%2Caps%2C76&sr=8-7
https://www.amazon.com/Gospel-Theological-Primer-Theology-Little/dp/1433565250/ref=sxbs_mbs_w_wsirn_d?cv_ct_cx=the+biggest+story+bible+storybook&keywords=the+biggest+story+bible+storybook&pd_rd_i=1433565250&pd_rd_r=f8591f50-302a-4b16-b5f4-10b21bc7aa40&pd_rd_w=zZ822&pd_rd_wg=ZBBNE&pf_rd_p=3e965a27-9189-43a8-a241-a939138f5d34&pf_rd_r=Q3WG9MR4R45AW0W06VR9&qid=1650309022&sprefix=the+biggest+%2Caps%2C76&sr=1-3-18f116e4-f2c1-45dc-8433-18632a06261e
https://www.amazon.com/Found-Psalm-Jesus-Storybook-Bible/dp/0310757509/ref=sxbs_mbs_w_wsirn_d?cv_ct_cx=the+biggest+story+bible+storybook&keywords=the+biggest+story+bible+storybook&pd_rd_i=0310757509&pd_rd_r=f8591f50-302a-4b16-b5f4-10b21bc7aa40&pd_rd_w=zZ822&pd_rd_wg=ZBBNE&pf_rd_p=3e965a27-9189-43a8-a241-a939138f5d34&pf_rd_r=Q3WG9MR4R45AW0W06VR9&qid=1650309022&sprefix=the+biggest+%2Caps%2C76&sr=1-1-18f116e4-f2c1-45dc-8433-18632a06261e
https://www.amazon.com/Beginners-Gospel-Story-Bible/dp/1945270047/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1530496550&sr=8-1&keywords=The+Beginner%27s+Gospel+Story+Bible&linkCode=sl1&tag=risenmotherho-20&linkId=0bd0ed7a1abae7b418e688c4fb1b8a34
https://www.amazon.com/Beginners-Gospel-Story-Bible/dp/1945270047/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1530496550&sr=8-1&keywords=The+Beginner%27s+Gospel+Story+Bible&linkCode=sl1&tag=risenmotherho-20&linkId=0bd0ed7a1abae7b418e688c4fb1b8a34
https://www.amazon.com/Dont-Forget-Remember-Ellie-Holcomb/dp/1535973455/ref=as_li_ss_tl?crid=2RPCA7V3F6C97&keywords=ellie+holcomb+kids+book&qid=1583257054&sprefix=ellie+holcom,aps,245&sr=8-2&linkCode=sl1&tag=risenmotherho-20&linkId=9ce21032e3ed0d187a8927fb1abcdd9e&language=en_US
https://www.amazon.com/God-Made-You-Celebrating-Diversity/dp/1948130130/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1548344870&sr=8-1&keywords=god+made+me+and+you&linkCode=sl1&tag=risenmotherho-20&linkId=68385be9bb2022b8aaf3dcfd3c487fee&language=en_US
https://www.amazon.com/Great-Cover-Up-Betsy-Childs-Howard/dp/1433568527/ref=as_li_ss_tl?dchild=1&keywords=Arlo+and+the+Great+Big+Cover-Up+by+Betsy+Childs+Howard&qid=1591734206&sr=8-1&linkCode=sl1&tag=risenmotherho-20&linkId=6411b524723a47821a865eadff979f46&language=en_US
https://www.amazon.com/Great-Cover-Up-Betsy-Childs-Howard/dp/1433568527/ref=as_li_ss_tl?dchild=1&keywords=Arlo+and+the+Great+Big+Cover-Up+by+Betsy+Childs+Howard&qid=1591734206&sr=8-1&linkCode=sl1&tag=risenmotherho-20&linkId=6411b524723a47821a865eadff979f46&language=en_US
https://www.amazon.com/Image-Bearer-Ellie-Sanazaro/dp/1736679910/ref=sr_1_1?crid=23P135WUTJO30&keywords=image+bearer&qid=1650024870&sprefix=image+beare%2Caps%2C740&sr=8-1
https://slugsandbugs.com/collections/all-products
https://www.amazon.com/Hidden-In-My-Heart-Scripture/dp/B004OBGJHE/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&refRID=0NYSAMR8183BG06HKVBH&linkCode=sl1&tag=risenmotherho-20&linkId=65249f510b3c8703672212fb27b8c0fd
https://www.amazon.com/Stories-Little-Ones-Rain-Roots/dp/B008P0B920/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1453810639&sr=8-2&keywords=Rain+for+Roots&linkCode=sl1&tag=risenmotherho-20&linkId=d38ce5016cb324bcd213e9393a69e9f8
https://www.tinytheologians.shop/collections/big-truths-about-our-big-god
https://www.tinytheologians.shop/collections/big-truths-about-our-big-god
http://www.reformedreader.org/ccc/acbg.htm
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B007E52RO6/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B007E52RO6&linkCode=as2&tag=pilglivi-20&linkId=GDMEHYAX5GFBSU5A
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B007E2V72C/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B007E2V72C&linkCode=as2&tag=pilglivi-20&linkId=QKDQQST7UTHPQREW
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00GOCZZSK/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B00GOCZZSK&linkCode=as2&tag=pilglivi-20&linkId=3VS5BOMQCCKKUY6J
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00GOCZZSK/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B00GOCZZSK&linkCode=as2&tag=pilglivi-20&linkId=3VS5BOMQCCKKUY6J




